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Over the past decade, our organization Bachpan Bachao Andolan has been thriving in its efforts 
towards protection of children form all forms of exploitation. The past year was one such year 
of the continuing endeavor in our efforts to ensure safe childhood for every child.  BBA has 
been a constant advocate of a robust law for elimination of child labour and rehabilitation of 
the children. The year witnessed revamping of two legislations, i.e. the Child Labour (Prohibition 
and Regulation) Act, 1986 and its model rule and Central Sector Scheme for Rehabilitation of 
Bonded  Laborers. After 30 years, the child labour law was amended which recognized child 
labour as a cognizable offence as well as established rehabilitation fund for the rescued child 
labourers. The revamped bonded labour rehabilitation scheme has redefined and increased 
financial support for the liberated persons. These amendments were enacted along with the many suggestions provided 
by BBA from its expertise and knowledge.   

Another accomplishment of BBA was that it partnered with Kailash Satyarthi Children’s Foundation to launch a global 
campaign for child protection, Laureates and Leaders for Children Summit and 100 million for 100 million. The summit 
was hosted and campaign launched by Shri. Pranab Mukherjee, then Hon’ble President of India. This unique intervention 
has been designed to tap into the enormous intellectual and moral power, experience, resilience and passion of the 
world’s established thought leaders to focus on the world’s most deprived children.    

Organisation restructuring was another important step that was initiated in 2016-20017. Deliberations and discussions 
with board members, team members, strategic planning experts, partners and supporters drew various possibilities 
and impact of the restructuring. Considering optimum utilization of opportunities and resources, BBA and its partner 
organisations were brought under Satyarthi Initiative. Along with this, the areas of intervention by the organisation 
were also re-designed. According to those areas of intervention, BBA would be working towards strengthening and 
accountability building of the child protection mechanisms. Seeing this change in the role and execution in the coming 
years, BBA has expanded its presence into 20 states of the country. This expansion will create far reaching impact on 
BBA’s vision to create a child friendly society. BBA’s dedicated and skilled team rigorously works towards this vision.

It gives me immense pleasure seeing my team work diligently to protect rights of our children and I wish them good luck 
for the upcoming year.

R.S Chaurasia
(Chairperson)

CHAIRPERSON’S MESSAGE
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Overview of the Organization

To identify, release, rehabilitate and educate children who are in servitude through prevention, direct intervention, 
coalition building, mass mobilization, legal action and for the creation of a child friendly society where all children are 
free from exploitation and receive free and quality education.

Bachpan Bachao Andolan (BBA) is a people’s movement founded in India by Kailash Satyarthi (Nobel Peace Prize-2014) 
in the year 1980 as the first civil society response to trafficking, slavery and violence against children. It envisions a ‘child 
friendly society’ where children have access to their rights and opportunity for their development.  Since its inception, 
BBA has been instrumental in protecting more than 86000 victims from situations of modern day slavery and trafficking 
for forced labour. Over the 36 years, BBA has been able to establish itself as knowledge center and torchbearer for the 
multi-stakeholders who work for protection of child rights. BBA is currently a PAN India movement with presence in 20 
states of the country. BBA’s core activities are run and managed through the registered entity called Association for 
Voluntary Action (AVA). 

“We are Accredited by Credibility Alliance under Desirable Norms”

Mission

To create a child friendly society, where all children are free from exploitation and receive free and quality education.

Vision
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THE PROGRAMMES
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YEAR 2016 -2017: OVERVIEW

1. The Child Labour (Prohibition &Regulation)  
Amendment Act, 2016 and its model rule

2. Model rule for Juvenile Justice (Care and 
Protection) Act, 2015

3. Leaders and Laureates Summit 2016 and 
launch of global campaign, 100 million for 
100 million

“I discussed it with a thousand NGOs. The conversation 
with Bachpan Bachao Andolan is important. After 
discussion with BBA, I have to bring amendments. Rajaji 
is not here. He said that we should take it back to a 
committee. A standing committee be made. This has 
been pending since the last 4-5 years.”

Shri Bandaru Dattatreya Union Minister of Labour and 
Employment
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VICTIMS’ ASSISTANCE

The flagship programme of BBA, the Victims’ Assistance 
engages with the Law Enforcement Agencies for protection 
of the victimized children. This programme aims at assisting 
exploited children to get access to justice and through 
enforcement of laws. This comprehensive model provides 
end to end support for the children and their families and 
ensures their mainstreaming into the society.    

As a significant step to expand the reach of programme, 
in 2016, BBA began intervention in Mumbai to protect the 
trafficked and exploited children. 

Overview
Identification of child labourers: 1815
Rescued child labourers: 784 (Male: 714 & 
Female: 70)
Prosecution of employers >73 FIRs for 731 
children Arrested employers: >53
Establishments sealed: >42
Back wages recovered: INR 25, 052, 72 for 131 
children
Statutory Compensation Accrued: INR 
15,220,000 for 761 children
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FOLLOW- UP

Post repatriation, BBA follows up with the children in their 
domicile village. This continued involvement is essential 
to ensure rehabilitation of the children to prevent their re-
victimisation. The one on one meeting with the children and 
parents assesses status of the rehabilitation. Following this, BBA 
engages with the Government Officials to address the hurdles 
the children are facing to get access to statutory rehabilitation. 
Follow-up of 492 repatriated children through home visits, Right 
to Information (RTI) application and phone calls were carried 
out in the previous year. The past intervention had proven that 
opportunity for rehabilitation helped the children to re-shape 
their lives as well as to improve socio-economic situation of 
the family. However, the finding of the follow-up underlines the 
need of strengthening the support mechanisms to ensure time 
bound rehabilitation of the children. The delay in access to 
these supports would increase the chances of re-victimisation 
of the children, thereby attenuating the sole purpose of the 
rehabilitation. 

No. of children followed up - 492
No of Children whose bank account were 
opened -225
No. of children received state/central 
compensation: 115
No. of families received the benefit of 
Pradhanmantri Awas Yojana - 53
No. of families covered under National Health 
Insurance Policy -19
No. of families that were extended benefit of 
MGNREGA -40
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CASE STUDY- 1

Sangeeta (name changed), 14 was rescued from a household in Delhi, where she was working as domestic helper. 
She was trafficked from Jharkhand in 2014 by one of her neighbour, who ran placement agency in Delhi. Soon after 
receiving tip off about the case, BBA team got in touch with the Law Enforcement Agencies to rescue her. After 
facing all resistance and fury of the employers, the team managed to rescue Sangeeta from the clutches of her 
captors. Post rescue Sangeeta was sent to Child Welfare Committee (CWC) for further order for her repatriation 
and rehabilitation.  

While recording her statement, Sangeeta revealed how she had to drop out from school after the death of her 
father. Seeing the situation of the family, Mukesh Mahato (trafficker), tried to convince her mother with a promise 
of better job and wages in Delhi. The penurious situation of her family forced her mother to believe the words 
of the trafficker. However, he took Sangeeta to Delhi after which she worked in two different households for two 
years where she was not given any wages, adequate amount of food or any other health and hygiene requirements. 
During these two years, she could contact her mother only twice and was not allowed to go back home. 

CWC initially ordered to send her to one of the government’s shelter home and later on she was repatriated with 
her family after the completion of legal formalities. The legal team followed up the case post rescue, which led 
to registration of First Information Report (FIR) under Section 34 and 360 of Indian Penal Code and recovery of 
back-wages of INR 1, 26,670 from the employers. 
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MUKTI ASHRAM

The transit rehabilitation center of BBA, is one of its kind which 
provides holistic support for rebuilding lives of exploited children. 
The ashram receives custody of rescued child labourers on the order 
of Child Welfare Committee (CWC). Being an important part of the 
Victims’ Assistance, the ashram supports children to overcome the 
trauma of exploitation.  Counseling and emotional support, legal aid, 
non- formal education, etc. are a part and parcel of care and protection 
in the ashram. 

The ashram was visited by eminent personalities across the world such as Princess Laurentien of Netherlands; Nobel 
Peace laureate Jose Ramos Horta, who is also former the President of East Timor; Princess Charlene of Monaco and 
Lorena Castillo the first lady of Panama in December 2016. It also received voluntary support from school, college and 
university students. In addition to these, the ashram is regularly monitored by the CWC. 

Overview:
Children received care and protection: 288
Children repatriated with the family: 259

Bank Account opened: for 56 children
Legal aid assistance to all children
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“Dream and study for 
some freedom and 

future.” 
Jose’ Ramos Horta

 “Don’t let the 
rainbow of childhood 
die inside you. You 
are not leaders of 
tomorrow; you are 
leaders of today.” 

Princess Laurentien 
of Netherlands

“It does not matter 
where we come from 
as we all are one. I 
want you to dream, 

work hard, study 
and understand 

them. You can be 
anything, from an 

engineer, lawyer to 
the president of the 

country”. Lorena 
Castillo García de 

Varela, First Lady of 
Panama

SIGNIFICANT VISITS
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CASE STUDY

For Anil (name changed), going back to his mother 
and comfort of home was a long lost dream.  Being 
away from family and subjected to physical and 
emotional abuse, Anil sought solace in taking drugs.  
However, after nine years’ toil he finally united with 
the family. 

Anil, originally belonging to Bangladesh had been in 
India for last seven years. At the age of eight, he ran 
away from home and reached Dhaka where he lived 
for two years. Later he crossed India–Bangladesh 
border along with one of his friends and reached 
Sonamara in Tripura which is in Northeast India.  
Once he reached India, he started looking for jobs. 
Initially he worked in Kolkata, then in Delhi, where 
he did different odd jobs, and was abused by the 
employers and co-workers. All these hardships of 
life led him to take drugs. 

Anil was later bought into the open shelter of 
Salam Balak Trust where he received support for 
de-addiction. After staying there for three months 
he was moved to Muskan Rehabilitation Centre for 
better treatment. However, this did not yield the 
expected result, he returned to Salam Balak Trust in 
just four months. One day police officials found him 
sleeping on foot path after which they contacted the 
authorities at Mukti Ashram and brought him there. 
The life in Mukti Ashram changed Anil’s life. Though 
he was silent and showed withdrawal symptoms 
in early days, he changed his attitude with time. 

The staff and other children staying in the Ashram 
helped him open up. Interaction with children, staff 
and especially Kailash Satyarthi led him to break 
the shell of silence after which he revealed his true 
identity. Fear of persecution made him to withhold 
his nationality till then. After figuring out that Anil 
was a Bangladeshi child, the Ashram staff sprang 
into action.  

The staff contacted Bangladesh High Commission, 
who later got in touch with the Bangladesh police 
authorities who traced his family members. After a 
lot of effort, the police authorities were able to track 
down his family members who were also looking for 
Anil all these years. At the same time, the ashram 
staff provided him full support because of which he 
was able to come out of drug addiction. Similarly, he 
was also given non- formal education. 

After receiving order for repatriation from Child 
Welfare Committee and order for exit from Foreign 
Regional Registration Office, Anil was sent to 
Bangladesh on 20th October 2016 with a BBA activist.  
On reaching Haridaspur, Patrapole, Bangladesh, he 
was received by his family members with tearful 
eyes and widened hands. His parents expressed 
their feelings by saying, “This day has brought us 
happiness. We had lost all our hopes that we would 
be seeing him again.” Anil was very positive about 
going back to his homeland as he longed to be with 
his family members and start everything afresh. 
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The preventive intervention, Bal Mitra Gram (Child Friendly Village) 
aims to address violation of child rights at its roots of origin.  This is a 
child centric programme, in which children and community are working 
together towards transforming the village as “child friendly”. 

Based on the principle of democracy and participation, the BMG 
programme captures best available resources within the community and 
unites the communities towards the common goal. 

The characteristics of a child friendly village are; 

	 l	 every child has access to education, 

	 l	 empowered children and community, 

	 l	 child leadership, 

	 l	 development of the village as well as its sustainability. 
 
The programme also supports the communities to tackle other developmental impediments such as, inadequate 
infrastructures, poor or rare access to health, socio-economic schemes, and gender discrimination. It promotes 
inclusion of different caste and creed under one umbrella and democratic approaches in community development. 

2016- 2017

Total number of BMGs worked: 173

No. of Child Leaders- 1482

No. of Women Leaders- 873

No. of Youth Leaders- 868

No. of Advisory Group Members- 540

BAL MITRA GRAM (BMG)
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Child Participation

The Bal Panchayat , democratically elected body 
of children took lead in addressing these issues. 
The Panchayat meets two times in a month, 
discuss the situation of child protection and take 
necessary action.  Election will be held in every 
year to elect the members.

One Panchayat has maximum 13 members, and  
50% should be female.

The selected groups of village leaders 
promote the participatory approach. Working 
along with the Bal Panachayat, listening 
to their voice, these groups rewrite the 
age old practices of parenting and care 
giving. The groups ensure sustainability of 
the programme after withdrawal from the 
villages. 

Community Participation: 
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JHARKHAND

The North Eastern state is well known 
for its rich source of minerals and ore. 
BBA started its intervention in Jharkhand 
in 2005 in mica mining areas, Koderma 
and Giridhi district, to transform them 
into child friendly villages. The families 
working in the mica mines take their 
children along with them to the dangerous 
holes of mines. This is due to inadequate 
wages as well as poor functioning of 
schools in the villages. Under the garb 
of contributing to family income, children 
remain uneducated, thereby perpetuating 
the penurious condition throughout the 
generations.  

Since BBA began its intervention in 
Jharkhand, it was able to improve the 
quality of education and ensure 100% 
retention in schools. 

•	 Presence: 132 villages
•	 Children enrolled/regularized: 2284
•	 School Chalo Abhiyan Campaign: reached up to 3460 children 
•	 Swachh Bharat Abhyan:  126 toilets constructed 
•	 Anti- Fire Cracker Campaign:  Boycott of fire crackers during   
 Deepawali 
•	 31 children took part in  Leaders &Laureate Summit 2016 and  
 Launch of 100 million for 100 million Campaign
•	 Health Camp: 169 people benefitted
•	 Mukti Caravan:  Campaign on wheels
•	 International Day of the Girl Child (11th October 2016) in   
 BMG Villages: VII th and VIII th standard children from 25 schools 
 participated in which 750 children discussed pertinent issues  
 concerning girl children
•	 Banned Child Marriages
•	 Provision for mid- day meals
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KARNATAKA

BBA intervened in 11 villages from Mangala and 
Hangala Panchayats of Chamraj Nagar. These villages 
are situated near to Bandipur Tiger Reserve and places 
where premium quality sandalwoods are found. Since 
the Government of Karnataka has restricted the local 
population to enter these areas, the only source of 
income for them is cash crop which is seasonal. In 
order to sustain the local people go to neighbouring 
states in search of livelihood. This has adversely 
affected the education of the children as they help their 
family in agriculture and do not go to schools. After 
BBA’s involvement in all these villages, our team was 
able to stop child labour and child marriages. Creating 
mass awareness on how to protect the environment 
and transform them into action was also sustainable 
impact of the intervention.

•	 Presence in 11 villages
•	 School Chalo Abhiyan Campaign: reached up to 204 

children 
•	 Scholarship: provided to 200 children 
•	 Enrollments and regularisations:16 children
•	 Ban on selling alcohol in Mangala Panchayat
•	 Ban on child marriages
•	 Swaach Bharat Abhiyan: 170 toilets constructed in 

7 villages 
•	 Health Camp: 400 community members benefitted
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Bandipur forest of Chamarajnagar district used to house premium 
quality sandalwood. However, constant smuggling and theft the 
natural resource depleted, facing towards its extinction.  In an effort 
to rejuvenate the sandalwoods in Chamaraj Nagar, the stakeholder 
groups and communities initiated sapling planation in the villages. 
Support of Forest Department motivated the community to go ahead 
with the effort. This was the first time initiative to revamp the world 
famous santalum album with the joint effort of community and forest 
department. The Conservators of Forests, Bandipur inaugurated the 
sapling plantation drive as well as supplied 2000 saplings. 15 forest 
officials, BMG stakeholder groups and 50 farmers participated 
during the event. 

“I myself had got married when I was a 
child. Hence, I know what it is, so I do not 
want it happened to any other child in the 
village”. Rupa, Mahila Mandal member, 
Mangala village.
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MADHYA PRADESH

BBA worked in 10 villages on Ganj Basoda block of Vidisha 
district. The Princely State of Basoda is well known for its 
sand stones. The stone mines along with the agriculture 
constitute the livelihood source of the communities in Ganj 
Basoda. Similarly as in Jharkhand, children are forced to 
work in the mines along with family to contribute to the 
family income. This left them uneducated and succumbed 
to poverty and poor health throughout the generation. 
  
The one year old intervention was able to permeate into the 
society, beginning to change their attitude and knowledge 
towards child rights. 

•	 Presence in 10 villages
•	 Children enrolled/regularized: 202
•	 Anti-Alcohol drive: “Sharab Mukta Bal 

Mitra Gram Abhiyan” was launched where 
200 community members participated. An 
alcohol shop in the village was shutdown 
after the drive

•	 Sneh Sparsh: Health camp
•	 Swachh Bharat Abhiyan: 250 people 

participated during the cleanliness drive and 
a school playground was renovated by the 
community members.
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RAJASTHAN

The largest state of India, Rajasthan is infamous for having 
the most numbers of child marriages in India. Gender 
discrimination, denial of education to girls, child labour 
etc. are the pressing child rights issues of the state. Some 
of the highlights of the BMG programme in these villages 
are no child marriages, 100% retention in school, girl child 
leadership etc.

•	 Presence in 22 villages
•	 529 children enrolled/regularized into 

school
•	 Swachh Bharat Abhiyan: 10 toilets 

constructed 
•	 Reforestation drive: 38 saplings in 5 

villages
•	 International Day of the Girl Child (11th 

October 2016) in BMG Villages: VII and 
VIII  standard children from 32 schools 
participated in which 1310 children 
discussed pertinent issues concerning 
girl child
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MEERUT 

Meerut, an industrial town of Uttar Pradesh is famous for its 
sports and garment industry. These industries offer home based 
work for the villagers, resulting in parents engaging children into 
work along with them. This has led to children discontinuing 
education and the most number of children involved in these 
activities are girls. The BMG programme has brought out 
significant changes including the villages becoming aware about 
child protection, decline in child marriage, retention of girls in 
school, diminution of community gaps etc. 

•	 Presence in 18 villages
•	 Swachh Gram Abhyan:67 people 

participated to spread awareness on 
cleanliness and negative effects of open 
defecation

•	 Health camps: 829 people benefitted 
•	 Our village; our manifesto: 3200 people 

participated to solve the issue of the 
village through government support
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It is not always easy to bring change in an individual’s life when the person is not willing to accept the change. 
Similar was in the case of Sima Kumari,15 years who had dropped out of school in 2012 after completing her 
fifth class. As she was not able to concentrate or learn things that were being taught in school, her parents 
thought that it was better for her better for her to quit studies and help her parents in domestic work.

She was identified by BBA activists during one of their household surveys. She belonged to a nuclear family 
where her father was working as shopkeeper in a general store in Delhi and was earning approximately INR 
3000 per month. 

Sima’s parents were searching for a suitable groom for her in order to get her married. Despite several attempts 
by the BBA activists in making her mother understand the laws related to child marriage and ill-effects of 
child marriage, she was not willing to change her decision. The activists did not give up and met the Gram 
Panchayat and discussed the case. Eventually, the members of the Gram Panchayat understood the importance 
of education and laws related to it after which they helped the activists in convincing Sima’s mother to allow 
Sima to go to school and stop the marriage. 

The happiest person during all these events was Sima as she never wanted to quit studies. After seeing BBA 
activists taking initiative to bring change in individual’s life, she now dreams of becoming a social activist so 
that she can make the villagers understand various social issues and bring change.

CASE STUDY
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BBA visualizes campaigns as best model for 
spreading knowledge amongst the masses about 
child protection. This ensures participation of multi-
stakeholders in generating as well as transferring 
knowledge to create sustainable child protection 
mechanisms and access to support for children and 
families. Consultations, round tables and mobile 
caravan etc, are the methods used to reach out the 
target groups. In the year 2016-2017, campaign 
addressed varied areas of child protection such as 
rehabilitation of bonded and missing children, drug 
abuse and trafficking. 

•	 The Laureates and Leaders’ Summit for Children 2016. 

This year, the organization witnessed the beginning of a distinctive endeavor where Nobel laureates and Country leaders 
from different part of the world united together with the aim of providing a better world for children by bringing together 
the strongest moral authorities, scientific expertise and thought leadership from the world, to influence global policy 
and action for children – by building a first of its-kind platform. The summit was organised on 10th and 11th December 
2016. 

CAMPAIGNS 
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The first Laureates and Leaders for Children summit-2016 was hosted by the Hon’ble President of India, Shri Pranab 
Mukherjee, in Rashtrapati Bhavan. The Summit convened by Indian Nobel Laureate, Shri Kailash Satyarthi, aims to be 
the platform to channelize the intellectual, moral and political power of the world’s leaders to focus on the greatest 
challenge: the need to protect and educate every child. 22 laureates and leaders, young people from 15 countries along 
with over 300 delegates from various walks of life – academia, business, human rights, civil society and media met 
for a common and an urgent goal to unite the world through compassion for the children. At the end of the Summit, a 
declaration was shared detailing the joint ‘Will for Children’ from all the eminent participants, (http://www.bba.org.in/
sites/default/files/WillForChildren.pdf.).

The 100 million for 100 million campaign was also launched in this year on the culmination of the Summit. The campaign 
aims to mobilize 100 million young people to stand up for the rights of 100 million vulnerable, exploited children and 
youth within the next 5 years.

It was flagged off by the President of India, Shri Pranab Mukherjee, in the presence of eminent Laureates and Leaders 
and young people. The flag off was followed by over 10,000 children and youth marching forth from the Rashtrapati 
Bhavan to India Gate. The Hon’ble President marched along with children marking the unique footprints in the efforts for 
child rights- a Global first too. 

BBA is the India implementing partner of Kailash Satyarthi Children’ Foundation (KSCF) in both the Laureates and 
Leaders’ Summit as well as 100 Million for 100 Million Campaign. 
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Over the period of three and a half decades, BBA has garnered recognition as a subject matter expert of child protection 
in both institutional reforms as well as on grassroots intervention. Therefore, BBA has been invited to work with the 
decision makers in strengthening child protection mechanism of the country. 

Some of the work done by BBA in the year 2016-2017 were:

1. Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Model Rule 2016: The Ministry of Women and Child Welfare invited 
BBA to be a part of the drafting committee for the moral rule of Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act 
in 2015. Most of the suggestions given by BBA are one part of the model rule. Some of the suggestions given were: 

	 l	 specific indicators and measures for regulation of homes and training of implementation personnel, 
  thereby increasing protection for vulnerable children from various crimes including trafficking. 

	 l	 a procedure for child friendly investigation of crimes against children including a missing child has 
  been detailed out. 

2. The Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Amendment Model Rule 2016: Upon the invitation of the Ministry, 
BBA has also been a part of the drafting committee for rules. The Act was passed with certain gaps in it, especially 
allowing children to work in family enterprises and decreasing the list of hazardous occupation from sixty-five to 
three. An opportunity to take part in drafting the rules was utilised to bridge these gaps through model rules. Most of 
suggestions given by BBA have been accepted and incorporated in the copy of rules. This includes explicit definition 
of ‘Help’ and ‘Family’ as well as introducing periodical inspection and monitoring system. 

3.  The Trafficking of Persons (Prevention, Protection and Rehabilitation) Bill, 2016: The Ministry of Women and Child 
Development entrusted BBA with the task of drafting the Anti-Human Trafficking Bill for which BBA has prepared the 
preliminary draft with the valuable suggestion from other partners.

RESEARCH AND SENSITIZATION
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Building consensus with the multi-stakeholders and taking them into action are the essential for creating sustainable 
child protection mechanisms. Hence, BBA organises consultations on different areas related to children. These meetings 
had been successfully drawn roadmaps and action plan for child protection as well as witnessed declaration of schemes 
and services by the Government.

SOME OF THE CONSULTATIONS HELD IN 2016-2017 WERE: 

1.  ERADICATION OF BONDED LABOUR IN INDIA:

The national consultation in May 2016 was attended by representatives from Union Ministries of Home Affairs, Labour 
and Employment, Women and Child Department of Labour, Government of Delhi, National and State Commission for 
Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR/ SCPCR), National Legal Services Authority (NALSA) Child Welfare Committee 
(CWC), Department of Police and Community Service Organisation (CSO). Senior officials from ministries, NCPCR and 
representatives from implementation, monitoring agencies and civil society from 20 states took a pledge to end slavery, 
all forms of child labour and bonded labour in India with Nobel Laureate Shri Kailash Satyarthi. The participants also 
came forward with ways to tackle gaps and bottlenecks in rehabilitation of the child survivours. 

CONSULTATIONS
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2. PARLIAMENTARIANS MEET FOR CHILDREN

BBA engages with the decision makers on various aspects of child protection. Therefore, BBA regularly meets and updates 
selected group of decision makers through one on one and group meetings. The first meeting of the parliamentarians 
held in July 2016, this was attended by 18 Members of Parliament across different political ideologies.   

This initiative was inspired by the international forum, ‘Parliamentarians without Borders for Children’s Rights’ (PWB), 
the brain child of Shri Kailash Satyarthi, and Brazilian Senator Cristovam Buarque, formed in Nepal in 2015. These 
engagements facilitate including child protection as an important aspect of development agenda of the country and 
are highlighted in the discussion platforms. The second meeting of PWB was held on 8th &9th of July 2016 in which Shri. 
Bhagawant Khuba represented India. In the one and half day event, the Parliamentarians brainstormed and discussed 
ways to not only eliminate child labour, trafficking and slavery as legislators, but also identified and agreed on key actions 
to be taken by Parliamentarians for strengthening education, and devising child responsive budgeting. BBA team also 
attended the meeting and shared their expertise.

“The mission of the forum is against those who want to rob 
children of their childhood and the issue at stake is child labour.” 

Ravi Prakash Verma Samajwadi Party, Uttar Pradesh

“The need of the hour is not just to highlight the issue but bring 
about a revolution through this forum.”

Oscar Fernandes Indian Naonal Congress, Karnataka
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3. ASIA REGION WORKSHOP ON LEGISLATIVE ADVOCACY: CHILD LABOUR IN DOMESTIC WORK & GENDER BASED 
VIOLENCE:

The workshop had 87 participants from 8 countries of Asia including Pakistan, Nepal, Bangladesh, Thailand, Indonesia, 
Philippines, Sri Lanka and India who came together with the aim to 

•	 strengthen knowledge and skills around legislative knowledge for the promotion and protection of children’s 
rights, particularly on the issue of child labour in domestic work and gender-based violence, prevalent in the 
Asia region

•	 serve as a platform for the participants in India and other parts of Asia, particularly partners of BBA and 
Global March to share their experiences and learning’s on the implementation of child-related Sustainable 
Development Goals and their experience around advocacy for children’s rights
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l	 dissemination of knowledge for replication and 
sustainability of action at regional (South Asia) 
level (tool kit) for child protection  with the partners. 
The workshop was for two-days, and served as 
a peer review workspace involving partners and 
actors to assess and discuss various aspects 
of their intervention such as lessons learnt, 
good practices and compilation of case-studies/
success stories and to examine documentation 
and potential replication and dissemination. The 
workshop also served as a dissemination seminar 
for experience sharing and included a media 
advisory/briefing to highlight the findings and 
recommendations in the form of a joint document.  

4. REHABILITATION OF MISSING AND TRAFFICKED  
CHILDREN

All India Legal Aid Cell on Child Rights (AILAC) was established under the aegis of the National Legal Services Authority 
in collaboration with the Delhi State Legal Services Authority and BBA with the vision to realize the constitutional ideal 
of equality and justice to child which is the sine qua non of creation of a Child Friendly Society where every child has 
access to physical, social, psychological, moral and spiritual development. Through AILAC, the National Legal Services 
Authority, Delhi Legal Services Authority and BBA organised a National Workshop on Rehabilitation of Trafficked 
and Missing Children. The workshop was inaugurated on 22nd August, 2016 at Vigyan Bhavan, New Delhi with the 
technical sessions held on 23rd August, 2016 at The Constitution Club, New Delhi. The workshop focused on the status 
and challenges in the repatriation and rehabilitation of trafficked and missing children with the view to establishing 
appropriate mechanisms in order to ensure the mainstreaming of child survivors into a safe and productive life.

Upshots
•	 National Legal Services Authority (NALSA) came 

forward to facilitate and take the lead in interstate 
and interagency coordination through State Legal 
Services Authorities (SLSAs) and District Legal 
Services Authorities (DLSAs). A pilot project for this 
purpose will be initiated immediately.

•	 Core points for the formulation of a Standard 
Operating Procedure (SoP) on rehabilitation of 
missing and trafficked children were brought out. 
They will be further discussed in the later phases of 
the workshop.

•	 Resource manual on child friendly court procedures 
launched for participants to take to their state and 
increase awareness and encourage implementation.



ANNUAL REPORT 2016-17

30www.bba.org.in

The Consultation was inaugurated by the then Chief Justice of India. More than 150 stakeholders from 12 states 
participated in the workshop. The participants included the Member Secretaries of the State Legal Services Authorities, 
Officials of the Government Departments, Police Officials, Chairpersons and Members of Child Welfare Committees, 
Members of Juvenile Justice Boards, Members of State Commissions for Protection of Child Rights, Officials of District 
Child Protection Units, NGOs etc.

5.  ROUNDTABLE MEETING ON SUBSTANCE ABUSE AMONG CHILDREN IN INDIA

A moderated roundtable discussion of experts from a spectrum of stakeholders who work on substance 
abuse among children was conducted on 16th February 2017. The meeting was attended by representatives 
of the parliament, judiciary, policy makers, law enforcement agencies, educationalists, medical professionals, 
and civil society organisations who are working with children affected by substance abuse. In view of the 
directions given by the Supreme Court, the discussion aimed at driving concrete inputs from experts on the 
issues related to substance abuse like:

a. the primary challenges (procedural, institutional etc.) in working with children affected by substance   
 abuse,
b.  the existing mechanisms for a policy/framework for children affected by substance abuse, 
c.  the kind of convergence required across Ministries to formulate and implement the National Action Plan  
 for children affected by substance abuse, 
d. the core elements and non-negotiable of the National Action Plan against Substance Abuse among   
 Children (specifically focusing on prevention as well as rehabilitation) and 
e.  the primary concerns with the national survey and the national database.

6.  TRAINING FOR POSCO SPECIAL JUDGES AND PRINCIPAL MAGISTRATES OF THE JJ ACT ON THE 11TH OF MARCH, 
2017 AT VIKASA SOUDHA 

BBA, in partnership with the Karnataka State Legal Services  Authority, the Juvenile Justice Committee, Karnataka 
State Commission for Protection of Child Rights, UNICEF and the Karnataka State Integrated Child Protection 
Society, organized a training workshop for POSCO Special Judges and Principal Magistrates of the JJ Act on the 
11th of March, 2017 at Vikasa Soudha (Legislative Assembly) in Bengaluru. Inaugurated by Hon’ble Justice Madan 
B. Lokur, judge of the Supreme Court of India, the training workshop for judicial officers was organized to develop 
their functional competencies to discharge their responsibilities effectively and efficiently.
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LEGAL INTERVENTION
Core Achievements of the Legal Department during the year 2016-2017

1. LEGAL AWARENESS CAMP IN THE VILLAGES OF KODERMA DISTRICT, JHARKHAND

A legal awareness camp was organised in the villages of 
Koderma district, Jharkhand. This camp was conducted by 
lawyers from Bachpan Bachao Andolan and All India Legal 
Aid Cell on Child Rights. The purpose of the legal camp was 
to legally empower the community on issues of child labour, 
trafficking, sexual abuse and other forms of crime against 
children, and to strengthen their access to the legal rights of 
children. The local community 

was made aware of the importance of education and the fact that children now had a fundamental right to education as 
enshrined in our Constitution. They were also informed about the adverse effects of child marriage and child labour. This 
camp was fruitful as the issues faced by the community related to child rights came to the fore.

2016-2017

•	 Represented 1547 rescued/ exploited 
children in various cords across the country 
for prosecution of the offenders
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PUBLIC INTEREST LITIGATION (PIL)

DRUG ABUSE

BBA filed a writ petition before the Hon’ble Supreme Court praying for a writ of mandamus to the Union of India to 
formulate and implement a National Action Plan for children on the issue of drugs, alcohol and substance abuse amongst 
children within four months. The Court while granting this relief directed the Union government to complete a national 
survey and generate a national database within six months, adopt specific content in the school curriculum under the 
aegis of NEP in order to keep them away from drugs, alcohol and tobacco. Additionally the Court observed the need for 
having a de-addiction center in every district in every state as well as establishing a SOP on the implementation of the 
Sections 77-78 . of Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015. 

PROTECTION OF CHILDREN FROM SEXUAL OFFENCES ACT, 2012 (POCSO)

National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) data of Crime in India 2014 showed the abysmally high rate of pendency with 
relation to investigation and trial of cases of Crime Against Children. To address this issue, a writ was filed in the Hon’ble 
Supreme Court wherein it was prayed that the provisions of POCSO be mandatorily enforced and applied in all cases 
of sexual assault upon children below 18 years of age regardless of their marital status. Hon’ble Court called upon the 
Union Government to submit an appropriate reply and revert on the contradiction pointed in the petition.

JUVENILE JUSTICE (CARE AND PROTECTION OF CHILDREN) ACT, 2015 IMPLEMENTATION

A writ was filed in the High Court of Jharkhand in 2011 as it was found that the institutional mechanisms were not in 
place in the State. The Hon’ble Court heeded that the State Commission for Protection of Child Rights (SCPCR) was 
non-functional and the Children’s homes were running in non-compliance of the rules set forth in the Juvenile Justice 
(Care and Protection of Children) Act 2000. The Hon’ble Court, vide its orders passed in July and September 2016 has 
directed the concerned authority (Principal Secretary, Social Welfare, Women and Child Development) to file replies to 
the identified issues fore stated.
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The process of strategic planning of BBA 
began in early 2016, with developing 
an action plan for coming 10 years.  
Multiple sections of deliberations 
were carried out with internal team, 
partners, supporters etc, on the action 
plan, which also marked out thematic 
areas for scaling up BBA’s work towards 
creating a sustainable environment of 
child protection. Following this, expert 
services were hired for formulating 
strategic intervention as well as brand 
development. Bain and Company 
worked on the intervention plan and 
Addiction North America on the 
branding and communication strategy 
of organisation. The consultancies 
along with the team drew different areas for expanding the implementation, human and financial requirements for its 
execution as well as marked milestones of achievements. Potential, nature, culture and value of the organisation also 
identified to develop the strategic plan. These exercises were carried out with all partner Organisations of BBA and plans 
were developed accordingly. Over the months long discussions and considering every aspect of possibilities and risk a 
new structure has been developed to be adopted for the Organisations.  

According to the new structure Satyarthi Initiative as the umbrella body to govern all the Organisations and Intervention 
areas were divided between the partners. 

STRATEGIC PLANNING

ORGANIZATION DEVELOPMENT
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Kailash Satyarthi
Children Foundation (KSCF)

Bachpan Bachao Andolan Bal Ashram Trust Global March

SATYARTHI INITIATIVE

KSCF (USA) KSCF (UK) KSCF (INDIA) Access to Justice Victim Assistance Legal Intervention Mukti AshramMukti Ashram
(Short Term 

Rehabilitation Center)

Bal Ashram
(Long Term 

Rehabilitation Center)

Global March
(India)

Global March
(Netherlands)

Bal Mitra Gram Raid & Rescue Follow-UpCampaigns Institute

Then

• BBA: Victims Assistance, Institutional 
Care , BMG, Campaign, Legal Intervention, 
Training and Sensitisation,  Research, 
Policy Advocacy 

• BAT: BMG, Institutional care, Campaign, 
Skill development

• KSCF: BMG, Campaign, Research
• GM: Policy Advocacy  and Sensitisation 

(international), 

Now
• Satyarthi Initiative as an governing body.
• BBA: Accountability and Institution Building  

Intervention 
• KSCF: Community Intervention, Mass awareness 

and Sensitisation  
• BAT: Love and Care
• GM: Policy Advocacy  and Sensitisation 

(international), 
• One department to manage cross cutting services 

such as finance, admin, RM etc.
• Revamped HR and Finance Manuel 
• Developed Risk Management policy

The new structure and policies came on effect from April 2017 after approval of the Board members.
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OD Retreat

OD retreat was organized for the staff at Chail from 5th August till 7th August, 2016 with the following objectives:

•	 Team building exercise amongst the employees
•	 Organizational strategic planning for the coming years
•	 Orienting new members  

The activities during the trip aimed majorly in development activities where the staff could connect with each other and 
able to identify each other’s strengths and weaknesses. The activities were facilitated by Shri Kailash Satyarthi who 
helped in group cohesion and team building.
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PARTNERSHIPS

Volunteers and Interns have always been a great human resource for Bachpan Bachao Andolan. Looking at the mission 
and vision of the organization, the best way to sensitise the people on the issue of child labour is by associating with 
various universities and colleges. Volunteering and Internship programs at BBA has successfully led to our participants 
growing and learning in the field of child rights by gaining various exposure. Their participation has contributed to the 
organization through gaining youth perspective and energy. 

The total numbers of volunteers involved in BBA in 2016-2017 were:

National Interns/volunteers worked with BBA in the last year 70

International volunteers worked with BBA 126

International groups came in rehabilitation centres  7 
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FINANCIAL DETAILS

Distribution of paid staff according to compensation levels

Slab of gross salary plus benefits (Rs. per month) Male (No’s) Female (No’s) Total (No’s)

<5000 1 5 6

5,000 – 10,000 45 8 53

10,000-25,000 52 7 59

25,000- 50,000 15 16 31

50,000- 1,00,000 11 14 25

1,00,000> 4 - 4

Total 128 50 178

Board Member Details

Name Age Gender Occupation Position in the 
Board

Total 
amount 
paid in 
the last 
financial 
year (Rs.)

Form of 
payment Salary/ 
Consultancy/ 
Honorarium/ 
Sitting Fees/ Other 
(Specify)

Blood 
relation 
between 
them

Mr. Ramesh Gupta M President

Dr. Taruna Saxena F Vice President

Mr. Ramashanker 
Chaurasia
Mobile. 9811826666

M Senior Board 
Member

General 
Secretary/Chief 
Functionary

662780 661500

Dr. Pankaj Gupta M Treasurer

Mr. Kailash Satyarthi M Member

Mr. Ankul Chand Pradhan
Mobile. 9810300882 M

Sr. Advocate- 
Supreme 
Court

Member

Dr. N. L. Vaish
Mobile. 9350202749 M Sr. Doctor- Eye 

Specialist Member
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Monthly Remuneration

Head of the Organisation (INR) 57,750

Highest paid staff member (INR) 230,000

Lowest paid staff member (INR) 4000

Details of International Travel by Staff/ Volunteers/ and Board Members at the expense 
of the organization in the last Financial Year

Name & Designation of 
Staff/ Volunteer/ Board 
Member

Designation Purpose of Travel Cost Incurred 
(INR)

Sponsored 
(INR)

Bhuwan Ribhu General Counsel Meeting with 
donors 216964 Nil

Omprakash 
Project 
Coordinator- 
BMG

Parliament without 
Borders 110907 Nil

Raisa Anna Philip
Project 
Coordinator-
Sensitisation

Parliament without 
Borders 101831 Nil

Bhuwan Ribhu General Counsel Meeting with 
donors 11002 Nil

Bhuwan Ribhu General Counsel Meeting with 
donors 105078 Nil

Bhuwan Ribhu General Counsel Meeting with 
donors 229360 Nil

Bhuwan Ribhu General Counsel Meeting with 
donors 133188 Nil
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Correspondence Address:
Bachpan Bachao Andolan
J-105, Kalkaji,
New Delhi-110019

Head Office:
L-6, Kalkaji,
New Delhi-110019
www.bba.org.in

f /BachpanBachaoAndolan @BBAIndia




